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Abstract of JP 4158896 (A) 
PURPOSE:To obtain good washing and sterilizing 
effects by providing a steam generating cycle before 
a washing cycle, in which a small quantity of 
supplying water is heated, causing clothes in a 
washing tub to be heated to loosen texture of fiber 
and to be sterilized. CONSTITUTION:When a start 
key is operated or an operation to generate steam is 
also performed, a control means 19 puts a steam 
generating cycle into operation at first prior to a 
washing cycle. That is, for a short time when a time 
counter 22 is working, a water supply solenoid valve 
15 is opened to store about 101 of water in an inner 
bottom part of outer tub 2 in such a way as not to 
wet clothes, and to heat it with a heater 13 
simultaneously with the count finish. A temperature 
sensor 14 measures water temperature before and 
after heating and inputs to the control means 19.; 
Thus, while water is heated to 80 deg.C and 10 
minutes passes, steam of high temperature 
penetrates into a washing tub 3 through exhaust 
holes 4 and stays in the clothes to sterilize and 
loosen texture of fiber. 
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